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in the life of the community and in the lives of indi-
viduals* The second is that it would strengthen the
religious life of the Jews throughout the world, and
thirdly, it would contribute to humanity's life the
example of an organized society based on the Jewish
religion. The claims are large^ and if they can be reason-
ably substantiated, they are entitled to great weight.
i. It is manifestly true that in a national Jewish life
in Palestine the Jew would find a kind of freedom
which he cannot have in the other countries of the
world where the Jews, being a small minority, must
live in an environment dominated by a large Chris*
tian or Mohammedan majority. He would be free
to observe the Jewish Sabbath and Holy Days, just
as the Christian in Europe is free to observe the
Sunday Sabbath and Christmas. The gain is obvious.
These observances can have a value for the spiritual
life of the individual and community* The gain is,
however, diminished by the tendency in a Jewish
national context to secularize these days* The
number of Jews in Palestine who refrain from work
on the Sabbath is proportionately much larger than
the number of Jews in England who do so* But
there is a difference in the nature and motive of the
abstention* For many in Palestine the Saturday ha%
like the Sunday in England, lost all religious signifi^